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SUBJECT: NIGERIAN BOYCOTT AGAINST SOUTH AFRICA 
REF: LAGOS 14169 

1 . AS 1977 ENDS, OFFICIAL NIGERIAN DETERMINATION TO IMPOSE A 
BOYCOTT AGAIFST SOUT AFRICA ON FOREIGN COMPANIES APPEARS TO BE 
EBBING. THE FIRST MEETING OF THE FMG BOYCOTT COMMITTEE IN 
SEVERAL WEEKS TOOK PLACE ON DECEMBER 21. VIEWS IN THE COMMITTEE 
HAVE POLARIZED BETWEEN THE MEA MEMBER AND THE CABINET OFFICE 
CHAIRMAN, AND THE FORMER APPEARS TO BE HAVING HIS WAY. IN 
FREQUENT CLOSE CONTACT WITH THE EMBASSY, THE MEA OFFICIAL 
SUPPORTS AMERICAN POSITION AND HAS ARGUED AGAINST THE ESTABLISH- 
MENT OF ANY FORMAL BOYCOTT REGULATIONS WHICH WOULD PROHIBIT 
FOREIGN COMPANIES FROM TADE AND INVESTMENT WITH NIGERIA IF THEY 
HAD DEALINGS WITH SOUTH AFRICA. 

2. MEA OFFICIAL POINTS OUT THAT IN ADDITION TO INTER-MINISTERIAL 
CABINET OFFICERS. THE LATTER GROUP IS SUPPOSED TO SERVE AS A 
SUPPORTING ARM TO THE COMMITTEE BUT PREFERS TO PLAY AT BEING 
ANOTHER ADVISORY GROUP. SOURCE DESCRIBES THEM AS 'NOT ONLY 
PRETENTIOUS 1 BECAUSE THEY REPORT DIRECTLY TO YAR ADUA, BUT ALSO 
'VERY RADICAL 1 IN THEIR THINKING. THEY HAVE CONSISTENTLY BEEN 
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THE HARD-LINERS AGAINST MEA AND THE ECONOMIC MINISTRIES. THE 
MINISTRIES, IN TURN, INCREASINGLY RECOMMEND CAUTION IN FORMULATING 
RESTRICTIONS. 

3. AS OF DECEMBER 23, THE PROPOSED FMG COURSE OF ACTION FOR 

THE CABINET TO SEND LETTERS TO ALL FOREIGN COMPANIES DOING BUSI- 
NESS IN NIGERIA ASKING THEM TO STATE WHETHER OR NOT THEY HAD ANY 
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DEALINGS WITH SOUTH AFRICA. THE COMPANIES WOULD NOT BE ASKED TO 
MAKE A STATEMENT PROMISING NO FUTURE RELATIONS WITH SOUTH AFRICA. 
THE MINISTRY OF TRADE IS BEING ASSIGNED JOB OF IDENTIFYING THE 
COMPANIES, A TASK WHICH OUR FMG SOURCES SEE AS TAKING 'MONTHS 
IF EVER 1 TO DO ACCURATELY. OUR MEA INFORMANTS SEE THE OPERATION AS 
A FACE-SAVING MEASURE AND NOTHING MORE. 

4. MEA BOYCOTT COMMITTEE MEMBER FURTHER POINTS OUT THAT 
ENTHUSIASM AMONG GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS INVOLVED IN THE BOYCOTT 
ISSUE HAS WAINED CONSIDERABLY SINCE AUGUST. OFFICIALS HAVE BE- 
COME INCREASINGLY AWARE OF THE ECONOMIC AND POLITICAL PITFALLS 
INVOLVED IN A BOYCOTT AND ALSO HAVE BECOME APPREHENSIVE ABOUT 
THE WORK NEEDED TO ADMINISTER IT. THE FORECAST BY THOSE IN 
MEA DIRECTLY CONNECTED WITH THE PROJECT IS THAT IT WILL DIE A 
NATURAL DEATH. AT THE SAME TIME, HOWEVER, THE SAME OFFICIALS 
WARN THAT 'IN NIGERIA ANYTHING CAN HAPPEN'. A SUDDEN DEMAND 
FOR ACTION FROM YAR ADUA OR OBASANJO MIGHT YET CAUSE A HASTY 
PUBLICATION OF RIGID RULES. 

EASUM 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: BOYCOTTS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 23-Dec-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977LAGOS14852 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770481-0032 
Format: TEL 
From: LAGOS 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19771222/aaaaasgx.tel 

Line Count: 81 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: fac2cafd-c188-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION AF 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 78 LAGOS 14169 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 10-Feb-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 140262 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: NIGERIAN BOYCOTT AGAINST SOUTH AFRICA 
TAGS: ESTC, PGOV, Nl 
To: STATE PRETORIA 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey : odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/fac2cafd-c1 88-ddl 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



